


We want to welcome you to First Start Children’s Center!
Our center is fully licensed by the NH Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of Child Care Licensing.  First Start is a participant in the NH Child and Adult Care Food Program sponsored by the NH Department of Education.  We accept the NH State Scholarship Program, which helps low and moderate income families access tuition assistance to receive quality care.
First Start has programs for infants, toddlers, preschoolers, as well as an afterschool program and a school-age summer camp program.  Our center provides a warm, nurturing, and safe atmosphere where self-concepts are enhanced, independence encouraged and individuality is respected.  We can make reasonable accommodations to include each child by working closely with families and welcoming support services from outside agencies.
We believe in partnering with families. understanding that you know your child best and you are welcome at the center any time during program hours.  We view development with a roots and wings philosophy that recognizes that as children grow, they need strong roots to survive and flourish.  As we plant opportunities that support the whole child (social, emotional, intellectual, and physical) through experiences that offer learning and growth, they deepen the roots of understanding, compassion, knowledge/wisdom, and health.  As these roots develop and they master the skills for their development we encourage them to spread their wings and fly.  This essentially presents the core belief that each child has potential to increase learning and embrace new ideas and experiences with a perspective of joy and excitement rather than fear.  Some take more time to flutter, and we are here to support them where they are while continuing to see potential and encourage them to step into the next phase of development.  This creates a foundation of resilience and strength, acknowledging that no matter where they are, there is always another step.  We welcome feedback and recognize that, as humans, we all need grace on occasion and we stand in a solution-minded space that with open communication and a desire to hear differing perspectives, we can create a win/win for your child, your family, and our community.
Our philosophy is based on the premise that children learn most effectively through structured play and social experiences.  We believe that a balance of child centered and teacher directed curriculum work best when carefully integrated into the daily routine.  Daily schedules consist of a combination of structured and free-play activities centered on a particular theme or concept and designed to promote gross and fine motor skills, problem solving, communication and language development, as well as social and self-help skills.  
We look forward to partnering with you!
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